
 

 
27 

   https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.10049652#22         TWIST, 2023, Vol. 18, Issue 4, pp. 27-30 

 

 

 
T W I S T 

 
Journal homepage: www.twistjournal.net  

 

 

A Social and Legal Review of Sexual Abuse of the Women in Ethiopia 
 

 

Ayana Ommari* 

Department of Social and Cultural Studies, Hawassa University, Ethiopia 

[*Corresponding author] 

 

 
Abstract 

Rape in Ethiopia is highly prevalent, despite the case is still underreported due to fear, and shame of violence, especially 

in women. There are variety factors that contribute rape, and is controversial topic. Major factors that cause rape include 

societal norms encompassing masculinity, gender inequality, anger, sadism of the rapists as well as poverty. The 

Ethiopian society generally tolerated such violence and defend the value. They thought that women would tend to follow 

Westernized culture, even this notion is supported by educated people. There are also abduction, child marriage, and sex 

works in urban areas. 

Under Article 620 of Ethiopian Criminal Code, rape is punishable by law. Recently rape is appearing during the 

war, especially in the Tigray War. Since beginning of the war in November 2020, nearly 1,300 rape cases were reported 

to authorities, many of whom were underreported. 
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INTRODUCTION 

A woman is just like a delicate and beautiful rose in the garden. If roses are wantonly destroyed, the garden will have a 

desolate look, devoid of fragrances and beauty. Every one of us was once a woman and carries reminiscences of 

womanhood, be they sweet or bitter, painful. We carry them throughout our lives. We cherish the sweet memories and 

keep them, while we try to bury the bitter ones. Just as a rose bud gradually unveils itself into a flower with a beautiful 

arrangement of petals, a woman full of potential grows up as a man or woman, having numerous thoughts and ideas and 

the ability to transform the world. 

In order for the potential in every human being to be fully explored and creatively utilized, every woman on earth 

has to be loved and cared for in their development. "Women of the world are innocent, vulnerable, and dependent. They 

are all curious, active, and full of hope. Their lives should be filled with joy and peace, playing, learning, and growing. 

Their future should be shaped in harmony and cooperation. Their womanhood should mature as they broaden their 

perspectives and gain new experiences. Abandoning the women of the world, excluding a good foundation for their lives, 

is a crime. 

 

FORMS OF WOMEN ABUSE 

Women's abuse is a serious social problem that affects millions of women each year. Not only does it have multiple 

societal repercussions, but it also has individual consequences that may result in lifelong scars. With the exception of a 

fortunate few, the majority of women begin their lives with suffering and are subjected to various forms of abuse. 

Women's abuse can manifest in many ways: physical, emotional, sexual, neglect, and exploitation. Any actions that are 

potentially or actually harmful to a woman's health, survival, dignity, and development are considered forms of abuse. 

There are four main types of women's abuse: physical, sexual, psychological, and neglect. 

 

SEXUAL ABUSE 

Women's sexual abuse is a distressing reality that routinely affects our daily lives, yet in the majority of cases, it goes 

unnoticed and unreported due to the innocence of the victim, the stigma attached to the act, and the callousness and 

insensitivity of the investigating and law enforcement agencies, among other factors. 
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Women's sexual abuse is an especially complex form of abuse due to its layers of guilt and shame. It encompasses any 

sexual activity with a woman where consent is not given or cannot be given. This includes sexual contact accomplished 

by force or the threat of force between an adult and a woman, regardless of whether there is deception or if the woman 

understands the nature of the sexual act. It's important to recognize that it doesn't always involve physical contact; 

exposing a woman to sexual situations or material, whether or not touching is involved, is sexually abusive. Inappropriate 

sexual behavior with a woman constitutes sexual abuse, and it includes fondling a woman's genitals, making a woman 

fondle the adult's genitals, intercourse, rape, sodomy, exhibitionism, and sexual exploitation. 

As defined by the World Health Organization, women's sexual abuse is the involvement of a woman in sexual 

activity that she does not fully comprehend, is unable to give informed consent to, or that violates the laws or social 

taboos of society. Women's sexual abuse is evidenced by this activity between a woman and an adult or another woman 

who, due to age or development, is in a relationship of responsibility, trust, or power, with the activity intended to gratify 

or satisfy the needs of the other person. 

 

Sex Tourism 

In Ethiopia, the abuse of both male and female children by tourists has reached serious dimensions. Many of these sex 

tourists are pedophiles seeking out children to satisfy their sexual urges. They can be of any nationality and come from 

various professional backgrounds. Any child without a physical handicap, irrespective of caste or class, can be pushed 

into satisfying the sexual needs of the tourists. Goa, one of the hottest tourist spots in the country, is known for sex 

tourism. 

 

Ethiopian Law 

The Protection of Children from Sexual Offences Act, 2012 - The reasons for the rampant instances of sexual abuse in 

Ethiopia are manifold and deeply rooted in the country's social fabric. Similar to most other Asian countries, Ethiopian 

children are socialized into a system where they are expected to obey and respect authority figures without questioning 

their actions. An all-pervasive sense that rebellion is a sign of bad upbringing encourages a culture of abuse by sexual 

predators. Adults in Ethiopia often exercise a near-feudal hold over children, demanding unquestioned and complete 

obedience. What is worse is that a feeling of shame and silence characterizes cases of sexual violence against children and 

often hinders bringing offenders to justice. 

Just when it seemed that Ethiopia's society was indifferent to the protection and safety of its children, the 

collective conscience of the Ethiopian people was shaken by the news of the massacre at Nithari, a small village on the 

outskirts of the national capital, in 2007. Thirty-eight children were reported missing and had allegedly been raped and 

murdered. This led to loud public outcry and prompted the Ministry of Women and Child Development to expedite the 

passage of the Offences against Children (Prevention) Act to address the issue of child sexual abuse. 

The Act aims to protect children from offences of sexual assault, sexual harassment, and pornography. It provides 

for the establishment of special courts for the trial of such offences and related matters. Ethiopian children, who account 

for a staggering number of brutal sexual crimes known to humanity, have lacked adequate protection due to the 

lackadaisical attitude of the Union legislature, the apathy of its law enforcement agencies, and the absence of a 

specialized legal framework to address cases of child sexual abuse. 

Let us not forget that the future of the world rests in the hands of tomorrow's adults, who are today's children. 

They are the most precious commodity that the world has, and they not only deserve but have a right to all the protection 

we can afford. 

In the fight against child abuse, a mere legal framework is insufficient. People's participation, governmental 

organizations, the creative leadership of non-governmental organizations, civil society, pressure groups, and international 

bodies all have to play a crucial role and make their significant contributions to the success of the legal policy. Law alone 

cannot address all these issues. The entire legal system, from international human rights instruments to constitutional laws 

and down to local administrative circulars, whether related to eradicating child labor or streamlining adoption and 

fosterage arrangements or rescuing children from sexual exploitation or implementing the policy of compulsory primary 

education, increasingly relies on a bottom-up approach. From a law-society interaction perspective, signs of healthy 

development are visible 

 

CRIMINAL OFFENSE 

Under the Criminal Code of Ethiopia, as per Article 620, rape is punishable by the following measures: 

1. Whoever compels a woman to submit to sexual intercourse outside of wedlock, whether by using violence or 

grave intimidation or after rendering her unconscious or incapable of resistance, is subject to rigorous 

imprisonment ranging from five to fifteen years. 

2. When the crime is committed: 

a. Against a young woman between the ages of thirteen and eighteen. 

b. Against an inmate of an alms-house, asylum, or any establishment related to health, education, 

correction, detention, or internment under the direction, supervision, or authority of the accused person, 

or on anyone who is under the supervision, control, or dependent upon him. 
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c. Against a woman incapable of understanding the nature or consequences of the act or resisting it due to 

old age, physical or mental illness, depression, or any other reason. 

d. By a group of men acting in concert or by subjecting the victim to acts of cruelty or sadism, the 

punishment shall range from five to twenty years of rigorous imprisonment. 

3. If the rape causes grave physical or mental injury or death, the punishment shall be life imprisonment. 

4. In cases where the rape is related to illegal restraint or abduction of the victim or where a communicable disease 

has been transmitted to her, the relevant provisions of this Code shall apply concurrently. 

 

CONCLUSION 

It was found that cases of sexual abuse of women were not properly managed by the legal system. Female children appear 

to be more vulnerable to sexual abuse than their male counterparts. Based on these findings, several implications arise, 

including the importance of conducting a nationwide study to formulate a comprehensive policy guideline for the 

protection and criminalization of women's sexual abuse in Ethiopia. 
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